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Exhibition Structure and About This Guide

The exhibit Malmoe, Preserving Hangeul is offered through three boxes. They allow visitors to learn about

the history and compilation process of early Korean language dictionaries, to get hands-on experience, and to
observe artifacts.

The Explanation Box The Experience Box

Offers the chronology Offers hands-on experiences

and explanations of
the compilation history
of Korean language

related to the Korean language
dictionary compilation process.

dictionaries as well as voice
recordings of Yi Kuk-no.

The Artifacts Box

Offers replica materials of

The Comprehensive Dictionary of the
Korean Language Manuscript and
explanation cards for individual
words constituting the dictionary.

J

This exhibition guide complements the information about historical figures and events featured in the Explanation Box,
thereby helping visitors better understand the exhibition and better enjoy Experience Box activities. By providing food for
thought, it will also help you better appreciate The Comprehensive Dictionary of the Korean Language Manuscript, Korea's
state-designated Treasure, presented in the Artifacts Box and better reflect on the purpose and meaning of the exhibition.
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Korea is 'forcefully annexed' Compilation work for the first Korean dictionary Malmoe begins. AN 2
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Ju Si-gyeong (1876-1914) dedicated his entire life to the study of the Korean Language.

for later Korean language dictionaries.
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language and writing. He paved the way for the popularization of Korean
language education as well as research on Korean grammar. In addition to
these achievements, he led the compilation of Malmoe, creating the basis
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Ju Si-gyeong



About the Explanation Box and Experience Box

Refer to the content of the . Based on the information, learn more about the compilation history
of Korean language dictionaries provided through the Explanation Box.
Follow the instruction of the to enrich your Experience Box activities.
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Establishment of the Korean Dictionary Compilation Committee to Resume Dictionary Compilation Work.

As the leader of the Korean Dictionary Compilation Committee, Yi Kuk-no (1893-1978) pioneered Korean
language studies and dictionary compilation. While studying abroad in Germany, he strived to inform the world
of the suffering endured by the Korean people under Japanese colonial rule. In 1928, He made recordings of
himself speaking on topics related to Hangeul, the Korean alphabet, at Sorbonne University in France.
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Yi Kuk-no’s voice recording
Korean phrases and Korean language sounds
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1931 1933
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The Society for the Study of the Korean Language is renamed the Korean Language Society The Proposal for Unified Hangeul
(Joseoneo Hakhoe) and takes on the compilation of a Korean dictionary. Orthography is published.
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The Comprehensive Dictionary of the Korean Language _ = _

Manuscript contains trac}e/zs of how deepl?/ tge A FoiEe] 22l M8 27 @

scholars pondered the definition of each word. Confirmation signatures of & _/_Q

In the examples below, see how they corrected, dictionary makers . : o gt
supplemented, and proofread word definitions. Then, | AT ) 22 FAEYH ( BRI 5 Xl'\/(f’ 7
take out the education material from the Experience WG ==t g | P o e e e I

Box and examine how the definitions of other words
were created.
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Pure Korean vocabulary were was
preferred over Sino-Korean ones,

so many words were collectively
revised
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1942
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The 'Korean Language Society Persecution’ begins.

Urlo] A0f ARBO| B LEHEI0] THE 19421 TMOJSHEIE SRUSS Bzt ST BRISH ARZI0] ojctol2. ARl
AR E1E) SHi SEAD7Ln, 01322 HBith HIRE SIE S32E BEUOIR. ZHOfEIS A2 SISl AH YIS
o &

OE == ghofl §AXIL.

In 1942, while the Korean people were increasingly forced to use the Japanese language under Japanese colonial rule,
the authorities designated the Korean Language Society a Korean independence movement organization and suppressed it.
They suspended the Society’s Korean dictionary compilation work and arrested its 33 members, including renowned Korean
language scholar Choi Hyeon-bae. As a result, the organization was forcibly disbanded, and the publication of a Korean
dictionary was further delayed. '
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A group photo of scholars victimized
by 'The Korean Language Society Persecution' of 1942
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Korea is liberated.
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After the restoration of Korean independence, the Korean Language Society resumed its dictionary compilation work.
Fortunately, the Society recovered its manuscript of more than 26,500 pages from a warehouse of Seoul Station. The manuscript
was voluminous, equivalent to nearly 130 books each consisting of 200 pages. One member of the Society recalls the scene of
its discovery after three years of abandonment as follows:

“We found this manuscript fairly easily, a miracle which rescued
20 years of our toil and sweat. It had to be the grace of heaven.
When one of us tried to open the lid of the manuscript box,
his hands were shaking. The one person who held the
manuscript burst into tears.”




1947
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The Korean Language Society publishes The Comprehensive Dictionary of the Korean Language
(Joseon-Mal Keun Sajeon),Vol. 1.
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The Comprehensive Dictionary of the Korean Language was published in 1947.The preface of its first volume
stresses the importance of publishing a Korean language dictionary and of having a native language.
The Korean language scholars who compiled this dictionary believed that language constituted both the
emotional and physical richness of a nation. Try to guess what they wrote in the first SR
sentence of the aforementioned preface. Then, take out the education material from e

the Experience Box and compare your answer with what they actually said. EHH A
1
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Language is a[_|to humans,
the[]of a nation and the [ ] of culture.
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The Comprehensive Dictionary Z
of the Korean Language
(Joseon-Mal Keun Sajeon), Vol. 1 &R 23
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The Comprehensive
Dictionary of the
Korean Language
Manuscription is
designate as
National Treasure
No.2086,

a state-designated
heritage.



S EA A} Al W 7] About the Artifacts Box

O LIS &5t mEdAtel '2H AR H1 SMKIZE HdHEAMS.
Refer to the content of the . Based on the information, examine the replica materials related to
The Comprehensive Dictionary of the Korean Language Manuscript.
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The Comprehensive Dictionary of the Korean Language Manuscript is a precious resource that genuinely highlights traces of how
the Korean language scholars involved wrote word definitions and performed correction, supplementation, and proofreading
work. Among the 17 volumes of the dictionary that have survived, five volumes are currently housed at the Independence
Hall of Korea. At the time of the dictionary’s creation, people from all across Korea joined forces for the cause by collecting
and sending a list of words from their respective regions and by making financial contributions even if they could not directly
participate in the compilation process.

The Manuscript demonstrates the will of the Korean people who, under
Japanese colonial rule, protected the Korean language and collected relevant
materials under the guidance of Korean language scholars while keeping
alive their unwavering hope for Korean independence. In recognition of
this value, it was designated National Treasure No. 2086 by the Korean
government in 2020.
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The Comprehensive Dictionary of the Korean Language Manuscript

(National Treasure No. 2086) housed at the Independence Hall of Korea
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Pick your favorite word card
that touches your heart
from the side drawer of

the Artifacts Box.
Then attach it
to the diagonal grove.
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The countless words listed in the Korean language dictionary served as a
vessel for the Korean people’s emotions and thoughts. Through his Korean
language poems, poet Yun Dong-ju expressed the suffering and agony
of the Korean people who were deprived of their liberty and dignity as
human beings under Japanese colonial rule. Read Yun'’s representative work
"Prologue’, and try to ascertain the meaning of its keywords and concepts (Sky,
wind, stars, path, and night).
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Until the day I die, wishing not to feel a bit of shame looking up at the sky,
Aol of= it = s 2R

Even at the wind wavering the leaves, I tormented myself.
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With a heart that sings of stars, I will love everything that is dying,
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And walk the path before me.
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Tonight, as before, the stars are grazed by the wind.
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