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Composition of the exhibition

The exhibition, "Trampled-on Youth, who are standing at the Center of History",
consists of two boxes, one on experience and one with an artifact connected to the

student independence movement during the Japanese colonial period.

Learn about and experience the student independence movement
during the Japanese colonial period

} Artifact Box

LFNSEENTUHO| SHEH0||A EiH QhE
A letter of notice sent by the principal of Gwangju
Secondary School to parents of students
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Preface to the exhibition
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Even in 1929, during the national darkness that was the Japanese occupation,
students dreamed about the future and developed a desire for independence.
Despite being trampled underfoot by the circumstances of the times, they did not
give up on independence, but kept its spark alive through street protests, inter-
school agreements to submit test papers with no answers filled in, class boycotts and
other means. These small youth-led actions soon spread nationwide and became
international campaigns, with youth remembered in history as proud independence

fighters who talked about national liberation and the abolition of colonial rule.

This exhibition seeks to inform visitors about the student movement for
independence(one of the three major independence efforts during the Japanese
colonial era), reflect on the noble values that those students desired to achieve, and

share the spirit of love for the country they dreamed of.
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Naju Station Incident
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On October 30, 1929, some Japanese students harassed and pushed around some

Korean female students as they were leaving Naju Station on their way home from

school in Gwangju. Korean male students who witnessed this protested, only to be

called "Josenjin’, a derogatory term used against Koreans. One of the Korean students,

Park Jun-chae, unable to tolerate the insult, threw a punch and a fight broke out

between the students on both sides. The Japanese police who witnessed the incident

sided with the Japanese students, arousing anger among Korean students at large

and making the confrontation a catalyst for the student independence movement.
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Gwangju Student Independence Movement

118 3¢ O3 WO oha stilS Zte] Z450|
ZLOIALE. 1A+ S50| Lot = 3K7EX| THX| 7} 0]
Mot e SHEES 0[S0 Sl LhA[ZATEH 2Lt
SFUS2 i =0 = A0 =oAL, l2 il
SUSTHR| Z7HM[BHO] CH 2 Al AT = 2HAE[RAC
Ol ARl 3125 0|= 7t 2 722 BT A%
OfXt ot S =0t O ROl X CH L AlP|RACt

On November 3, 1929, the growing tension between Korean
and Japanese students exploded. After the first clash, two more
ensued, which the Japanese colonial government broke up.
However, upon discussing countermeasures, the Korean students
began to demonstrate on the streets, with students from nearby
schools joining in, turning the demonstration into a large-scale
protest march. It was the largest demonstration since the March 1
Independence Movement in 1919 and the first sizable one to be

organized and led only by students.
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Nationwide spread of the student independence movement
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Realizing that the student uprising in Gwangju could have nationwide impact, [ :‘ .
the colonial Japanese government banned the media from reporting Z l'-' Y

on the incident. The student independence movement spread

throughout the country anyways, in accordance with e -
3271z

wee 7

plans to make it national. As a result of
inducing participation by youth in Seoul — metsE ------ I Rl
> .

and other major cities, 54,000 students 27l

from 320 schools across the country
participated, reaffirming the Korean

people's will for independence.
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