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The exhibition, "Trampled-on Youth, who are standing at the Center of History", The exhibition, "Trampled-on Youth, who are standing at the Center of History", 

consists of two boxes, one on experience and one with an artifact connected to the consists of two boxes, one on experience and one with an artifact connected to the 

student independence movement during the Japanese colonial period.student independence movement during the Japanese colonial period.

A letter of notice sent by the principal of Gwangju 

Secondary School to parents of students 

Learn about and experience the student independence movement 

during the Japanese colonial period Even in 1929, during the national darkness that was the Japanese occupation, Even in 1929, during the national darkness that was the Japanese occupation, 

students dreamed about the future and developed a desire for independence. students dreamed about the future and developed a desire for independence. 

Despite being trampled underfoot by the circumstances of the times, they did not Despite being trampled underfoot by the circumstances of the times, they did not 

give up on independence, but kept its spark alive through street protests, inter-give up on independence, but kept its spark alive through street protests, inter-

school agreements to submit test papers with no answers filled in, class boycotts and school agreements to submit test papers with no answers filled in, class boycotts and 

other means. These small youth-led actions soon spread nationwide and became other means. These small youth-led actions soon spread nationwide and became 

international campaigns, with youth remembered in history as proud independence international campaigns, with youth remembered in history as proud independence 

fighters who talked about national liberation and the abolition of colonial rule.fighters who talked about national liberation and the abolition of colonial rule.

This exhibition seeks to inform visitors about the student movement for This exhibition seeks to inform visitors about the student movement for 

independence(one of the three major independence efforts during the Japanese independence(one of the three major independence efforts during the Japanese 

colonial era), reflect on the noble values that those students desired to achieve, and colonial era), reflect on the noble values that those students desired to achieve, and 

share the spirit of love for the country they dreamed of.share the spirit of love for the country they dreamed of.

1



Joseon education decrees set forth Imperial Japanese education policy and Joseon education decrees set forth Imperial Japanese education policy and 

education laws for Koreans, and were promulgated or revised four times between education laws for Koreans, and were promulgated or revised four times between 

1911 and 1943. 1911 and 1943. 

These decrees deprived Koreans of educational opportunities, and ultimately These decrees deprived Koreans of educational opportunities, and ultimately 

aimed to exploit the Korean labor force and instill pride in them as subjects of aimed to exploit the Korean labor force and instill pride in them as subjects of 

Imperial Japan lest they participate in independence efforts.Imperial Japan lest they participate in independence efforts.
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On October 30, 1929, some Japanese students harassed and pushed around some On October 30, 1929, some Japanese students harassed and pushed around some 

Korean female students as they were leaving Naju Station on their way home from Korean female students as they were leaving Naju Station on their way home from 

school in Gwangju. Korean male students who witnessed this protested, only to be school in Gwangju. Korean male students who witnessed this protested, only to be 

called "Josenjin", a derogatory term used against Koreans. One of the Korean students, called "Josenjin", a derogatory term used against Koreans. One of the Korean students, 

Park Jun-chae, unable to tolerate the insult, threw a punch and a fight broke out Park Jun-chae, unable to tolerate the insult, threw a punch and a fight broke out 

between the students on both sides. The Japanese police who witnessed the incident between the students on both sides. The Japanese police who witnessed the incident 

sided with the Japanese students, arousing anger among Korean students at large sided with the Japanese students, arousing anger among Korean students at large 

and making the confrontation a catalyst for the student independence movement.and making the confrontation a catalyst for the student independence movement.

7



9 10



On November 3, 1929, the growing tension between Korean On November 3, 1929, the growing tension between Korean 

and Japanese students exploded. After the first clash, two more and Japanese students exploded. After the first clash, two more 

ensued, which the Japanese colonial government broke up. ensued, which the Japanese colonial government broke up. 

However, upon discussing countermeasures, the Korean students However, upon discussing countermeasures, the Korean students 

began to demonstrate on the streets, with students from nearby began to demonstrate on the streets, with students from nearby 

schools joining in, turning the demonstration into a large-scale schools joining in, turning the demonstration into a large-scale 

protest march. It was the largest demonstration since the March 1 protest march. It was the largest demonstration since the March 1 

Independence Movement in 1919 and the first sizable one to be Independence Movement in 1919 and the first sizable one to be 

organized and led only by students. organized and led only by students. 
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Realizing that the student uprising in Gwangju could have nationwide impact, Realizing that the student uprising in Gwangju could have nationwide impact, 

the colonial Japanese government banned the media from reporting the colonial Japanese government banned the media from reporting 

on the incident. The student independence movement spread on the incident. The student independence movement spread 

throughout the country anyways, in accordance with throughout the country anyways, in accordance with 

plans to make it national. As a result of plans to make it national. As a result of 

inducing participation by youth in Seoul inducing participation by youth in Seoul 

and other major cities, 54,000 students and other major cities, 54,000 students 

from 320 schools across the country from 320 schools across the country 

participated, reaffirming the Korean participated, reaffirming the Korean 

people's will for independence.people's will for independence.
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학생독립운동의

진원지는 광주역이에요.

학생독립운동은 3·1만세운동,
6·10만세운동과 더불어 
3대 독립운동 중 하나예요.

광주학생시위는
학생비밀결사 회원들이

활약했어요.

조선교육령은 일제가 
한국인의 정신과 문화를 
지키기 위해 실시했어요.

나주역 충돌사건은

등굣길에 발생했어요.등굣길에발

학생신문
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